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Student workers to get paid for snow week
BY TANNER COLE
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Student workers worrying about
making their rent payment can rest
easy. WKU will pay student workers
for hours scheduled during last week’s
snow-induced school closure.
Supervisors received a few conflicting emails regarding the pay of their
staffers. It first appeared that there
were no issues in paying students due
to a university policy stating that all
employees were to work during severe

weather closures.
However, Human Resources Director
Tony Glisson, who first sent word that
students would be getting paid, soon
faced potential problems in funding
those payments.
“The question was ‘could we use
federal financial aid money to pay for
hours not worked?’” Glisson said.
The answer is still ‘maybe.’
Cindy Burnette, the director of Student Financial Assistance, first raised
the funding concern. After looking into
the legalities of federal work studies,
Burnette concluded that federal fund-

ing could only be used if the storm was
declared a disaster worthy of an official
state of emergency.
That contingency makes the situation appear simple. Gov. Steve Beshear
declared a state of emergency in Kentucky last week. However, the federal
law wasn’t looking for a declaration
from a governor.
“Federal regulations say we can’t
use those funds for hours not actually
worked unless it’s deemed a disaster
by the President of the United States,”
Burnette said.
WKU receives federal funding for

student work studies, and it uses those
funds along with institutional financial
aid money to pay its student workers.
Since President Barack Obama has yet
to declare the Kentucky storm a state
of emergency, WKU has no guarantee of federal support in funding last
week’s student pay.
The caveat changed the debate from
whether or not WKU would receive
federal funds to whether or not WKU
needed to be willing to front the full
cost of paying students for last week’s
scheduled hours.

SEE STUDENT PAY PAGE A2

Faculty
requests
data from
admin.
BY SHELBY ROGERS

NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
In a unique turn of events, members
of the faculty are requesting information from the WKU administration.
The Budget and Finance committee reported in the most recent faculty
senate agenda that it's looking into
two major issues: WKU’s self-insurance program and proposed compensation for faculty.
Andrew West, chairman of the Budget and Finance committee, said these
requests come in anticipation of larger
issues. He said he hopes to address
concerns people have brought up
through email and in-person discussions.
"Most of these concerns have
stemmed from public communication through the faculty staff email
listserv,” West noted.
Associate professor of history and
former faculty regent Patricia Minter
said she completely agreed with the
committee’s information request.
“I think it’s excellent. I think that
transparency is of utmost importance
at a public university, and with a selffunded insurance program that in essence amounted to a wage cut for the
employees of the university, I think
stakeholders at the university have every right to know what the state of our
self-insurance plan is,” Minter said.
“And I think it’s a very good step. I’m
very glad that senate budget and fi-

SEE FACULTY PAGE A2

Nashville resident Carlos Zavaleta, 21, instructs Alejandra Valadez Rodriguez, 22, of Spring Hill, Tennessee, how to operate
an automated machine at the WKCT radio station in Bowling Green, on Sunday Feb. 22. The two WKU students first hit the
airwaves at the start of this year.

Hablan EspaÑol
Students use air waves to
broadcast Spanish speaking program
Photos and story by NICK Wagner
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Carlos Zavaleta controls audio levels on the soundboard at the WKCT studio's in
Bowling Green, on Sunday, Feb. 22.

or more than a decade, the
American dream wasn’t even a
tangible thought for Mexican
immigrants and WKU students Carlos
Zavaleta and Alejandra Valadez Rodriguez.
Zavaleta immigrated to Nashville
with his family at age 10, while Valadez
Rodriguez moved to Franklin, Tennessee when she was 9.
They would live their prepubescent
and teenage lives with the thought of
deportation forever in their minds.
Either of their families could’ve been
ripped apart by a simple traffic stop.
“I was scared for my parents,” Valadez Rodriguez said. “We heard stories
about people being pulled over without licenses and going to jail… from
jail they’d be deported. You really were
exposed anywhere.”
The fear of deportation subsided
in June 2012, when President Barack

SEE RADIO PAGE A2
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Continued from FRONT
Obama signed into effect the Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals, or DACA,
program. DACA allows undocumented
immigrants who arrived to the U.S. as
children to remain in the country and
work legally for a two-year period. After the two years pass, a DACA renewal
application can be submitted.
Zavaleta, 21, and Valadez Rodriguez,
22, were part of the roughly 580,000
undocumented immigrants living in
the United States who applied for and
received protection through DACA.
“It was completely life-changing,” Valadez Rodriguez said.
Valadez Rodriguez is now fulfilling
her life-long dream of attending college, but not without a price.
Valadez Rodriguez is currently a junior enrolled in WKU’s dental hygiene

STUDENT PAY
Continued from FRoNT

“The university made the decision
to allow them to be paid for hours that
they would have been scheduled to
work that week,” Burnette said.
WKU currently has 1,970 student
workers employed.
For many, such as Los Angeles se-

FACULTY

Continued from FRONT
-nance committee is trying to establish
a path to ongoing transparency in all of
our budget.”
The finance committee specifically
requested 10 years worth of data regarding health insurance "enrollment,
costs, benefits paid, and sources of
revenue (WKU and employee contributions, as well as any other sources),"
the report said.
Minter said some faculty saw the
self-insurance as a pay cut, as faculty
put pay raises toward new insurance
policies. West also noted questions
brought before the senate regarding
the program.
“...In general it's a new model of insurance that most of the costs come
out of employees pockets up front
before the insurance kicks in, it’s deductible before help,” West said. “Some
people had medical needs right out of
the gate… some wondered is this a de
facto pay cut, or maybe it’s not?”
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program, but DACA recipients are ineligible to receive government-based
financial aid— such as Pell Grants and
Stafford Loans. Instead, Valadez Rodriguez’s college education is paid for out
of her own pocket and through private
scholarships.
It’s the same for Zavaleta, who is a senior in the computer science program.
Outside of the classroom, the two
lead lives committed to helping undocumented persons move one
step closer to having the American
dream—and they do it one sound
wave at a time.
Zavaleta and Valadez Rodriguez hit
the airwaves for two hours each Sunday on Bowling Green’s only Spanish
radio program, La Nuestra, to inform
and entertain the Latino community.
The Spanish-speaking population
in Bowling Green has grown to more
than 3,500 people and it’s expanding,

presenting a problem of news acquisition and creating an uninformed demographic.
With the weekly radio program airing on WKCT-AM 930, Zavaleta and
Valadez Rodriguez are on a mission to
enlighten Latinos here.
“I’m always trying to take care of my
people,” Zavaleta said. “We want to be
an outlet… we always try to put an emphasis on the information. My mom
helped me through it all, she got me to
where I am today. It’s my turn to do for
others what she did for me.”
But a misinformed public isn’t the
only thing blocking Zavaleta and Valadez Rodriguez’s goal of helping others.
On Feb. 16, U.S. District Judge Andrew S. Hanen ruled that the immigration policy Obama introduced late
last year should not be enacted until a
lawsuit filed by 26 states challenging its

constitutionality is complete.
The immigration reform introduced
by Obama expanded DACA and introduced a new program, Deferred Action
for Parents of Americans (DAPA).
Both programs were set to take effect
on Feb. 17, roughly 90 days after being
announced. Without the district court’s
objection, the expansion would’ve allowed an estimated 4.4 million more
undocumented persons currently in
the United States to meet the criteria
to apply for DACA and DAPA.
The Department of Justice made an
appeal to the Texas court ruling. The
appeals process may take anywhere
from a few weeks to a few months,
and until the case at hand is settled,
no new DACA or DAPA applications
will be accepted—adding yet another
bump in the night for undocumented
immigrants to cope with in the quest
to obtain the elusive American dream.

nior Wilson Solares, losing that week’s
pay could have caused financial headaches. Solares works in the Technology
Resource Center, and he was still unsure Wednesday afternoon whether he
would be getting paid for the missed
week.
“We get paid every two weeks, so getting reduced by half, well we would
have to reduce our groceries just to

pay our rent, phone bills and things
like that,” he said.
Now, student workers such as Solares will be getting their check, but
it’s still unknown who will be writing
it.
Glisson said he had no idea if Obama
would declare a state of emergency,
but Glisson said it didn’t really matter. If the President does not, WKU will

make adjustments at the end of the fiscal year.
Burnette is doubtful that the declaration will be made, saying it was “probably a stretch.”
WKU won’t know until student
time sheets have been filed the exact
amount the financial assistance office would lose if forced to pay the full
amount, according to Burnette.

The university reported in January
that the self-funded insurance plan
showed economic potential, and increased reserves to roughly $654,000,
according to university documents.
Minter said despite the initial gains,
communication should remain open
about such a young plan.
“I know from what the president has
already disclosed about self-insuring
that while they thought they’d lose
money, the self-insurance plan is in
much better financial pan than they’d
anticipated,” Minter said. “That’s
something that if the self-insurance
plan continues to have a solid financial footing, the administration should
look at giving some of that money
back to employees in the form of cutting premiums or adding subsidies or
something that puts money back in
the stakeholder’s pockets.”
The faculty compensation request
included "any plans to institute acrossthe-board or merit raise pools and descriptions of funding sources for such
raise pools."
Provost Gordon Emslie brought po-

tential compensation before the faculty senate before winter break.
West said not much else has been
heard outside of Emslie's initial communication with the committee.
"But he's willing to share those numbers with us, and we'll have conversations with him also," he said.
Minter said communication is crucial for determining faculty compensation, especially if merit-based raises
become a possibility after not having
them for seven years.
“…These are not decisions that need
to be made behind closed doors,” she
said. “We have faculty groups who advise the provost, and they need to be
part of the dialogue and so far the dialogue has been moving in one direction
which is to have across the board raises
until we get to the benchmark level.”
For now, West said he's "very impressed" with the administration's initial openness.
"We've been very impressed with all
levels of administration in their willingness to share things," he said. "We
were initially hesitant."

CRIME
REPORTS
• Bowling Green graduate
student William Amadio
reported on Feb. 23 the loss of
his WKU-issued keys in Downing
Student Union.
• Clarksville, Tennessee
sophomore Carson B. McKay,
Meredith Hall, reported on Feb.
21 that she was assaulted by
another female at the Sigma Chi
fraternity house.
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Water damage affects Christian Student Fellowship
BY ANDREW HENDERSON
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

While the majority of WKU’s
campus was dealing with
frigid temperatures, iced sidewalks and faulty electricity, the
Christian Student Fellowship
suffered a flood of problems of
its own.
Saturday night, Feb. 21, the
basement area of the CSF
flooded.
Jake Franck, the group’s graduate intern, said the reason for
the flooding could be attributed to melting snow and the
recent rainfall. This onset of
water overwhelmed the sump
pumps in the CSF building,
causing water to pour out into
the basement.
Franck said they had sustained sizable damage and
had to remove the carpet due
to contamination. None of
their equipment used for worship services, however, have
been reported as damaged at
this time. Franck gave an early
ballpark estimate of the cost of
damages incurred.
“Our early estimate is
$30,000, we’re still having work
done,” he said.
Nathan Ayers, CSF associate pastor, said he got the call
from a student informing him
of the flooding. He quickly
drove down to examine the
damage for himself.
“The carpet was floating,”
Ayers said.
As water continued pouring
from the vents, he and others
acted quickly to move musical
instruments, equipment and
to call more people to aid in
the endeavor. He commented
that sewage had mixed with
the water, leading to the carpet’s subsequent removal and
two and a half feet of wall be-

ing cut out.
Russellville freshman Adam
Wilkins recalled hearing
about the situation while he
was home during the weekend.
“I saw a picture someone
sent me and I was flabbergasted,” he said.
He commented that the
cleanup process was all handled fairly quickly and the
carpet removal happened
the following night after the
flood.
Despite the cleanup process
going well, CSF faces the issue
of where to host worship services. Both Wilkins and Ayers
agreed that this was a problem.
“It’s up in the air right now,”
Ayers said.
He said that CSF would hold
its Tuesday worship services
upstairs, despite the room
possibly being too small to accommodate average student
turnout. Ayers said that if it
works upstairs, it’ll stay there,
but considered the possibility of moving services to Gary
Ransdell Hall or Mass Media
and Technology Hall if the
space becomes an issue.
The flooding also “throws a
wrench in things” for upcoming events, Franck said.
CSF is sponsoring Unite for a
Night, a concert featuring Ellie Holcomb on March 7. The
proceeds from this event will
benefit local non-profit organization HOTEL INC Despite
the recent flooding, he assures
that all profits from the concert will benefit the charity.
“Every single penny will go
to HOTEL INC,” Franck said.
Ayers also assured that the
flooding would not affect the
upcoming concert. He said
that he has told students not

Christian Student Fellowship members host a service in their living room, Tuesday, Feb. 24. Services
are usually held in the basement, but were moved upstairs due to flooding. The basement flooded
Saturday morning and is currently in the process of being cleaned up. PHOTOS BY EMILY KASK/HERALD

The basement of the Christian Student Fellowship building
flooded Saturday morning and is currently in the process of being
cleaned up.
to worry about the flooding

and to focus on the concert in

efforts to raise money for HOTEL INC.
While Ayers is not concerned
about the flooding affecting
Unite for a Night, he is concerned about the water damage in the basement. He said
that because CSF has nonprofit status, there’s concern
over how they will overcome
this ordeal.
“We’re looking for man hours
and donations to get us back,”
he said.
Despite the somewhat grim
circumstances surrounding
CSF, all three men were in
agreement that this may be for
a higher purpose and the best
thing to do is pray.
“Big thing right now would
be prayer,” Wilkins said.

WKU to host Republican gubernatorial debate
BY TYLER PROCHAZKA
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Before they can square off against the
Democratic candidate in the general
election for Kentucky governor, Republicans will have to convince their
party that they are the right candidate
for the job.
During this political cycle, Republicans will be making the pitch that they
are the best candidate for the job at
WKU.
Matt Bevin, James Comer, Hal Heiner
and Will T. Scott will square off in a debate taking place at Downing Student
Union on April 28.
Scott Lasley, associate professor of
political science and the Warren County chair for the Republican Party, said
in an email interview that WKU secured the Republican primary debate
for the governorship based on Bowling
Green’s increasing importance in politics.
“(Bowling Green) is quickly becoming the political capital of the Commonwealth especially in Republican
politics,” he said.
The conservative Americans for Prosperity group reached out to WKU’s Political Science department to set up the
event.
According to Lasley, this is the first
time he can recall WKU hosting a debate of this political importance.
Senior Dalton Workman, the public

relations chair for WKU’s College Republicans, said he believes the debate
offers an opportunity for WKU students to get involved in politics.
“Any point that a young person can
be involved in the political process, I
think, is good,” Workman said.
When the debate occurs in April, Lasley said he predicts that the discussion
between the Republican candidates
“will be spirited.”
“This is a great opportunity for Republicans to retake the governorship
and exercise some much needed leadership to address the problems facing
the state,” Lasley said. “It is historically
significant that the Republicans are
having [a] meaningful primary which
has a very good chance of producing
the next governor while the Democrats
have essentially an uncontested primary.”
For WKU students that are thinking
about attending the debate, Lasley said
that it is important that they pay attention to Kentucky politics.
“As students at a state university and
many soon to be graduates who will be
looking to stay in the state, who leads
the states matters,” Lasley said. “A governor that is able to create a climate
that creates jobs, promotes education
and grows the economy will have a
positive impact on the future of WKU
students.”
The WKU College Republicans will
take on various volunteer positions to

help put on the debate event, Workman said.
In the past, Workman said southcentral Kentucky has often been “left out”
of Kentucky politics, and so, he said,
this is why it is important that WKU
take on an event like this.
“Over the last couple years, we have
a lot more candidates coming here to
visit Bowling Green, and I think the debate highlights the importance of this
area,” Workman said.
Workman attributed the increased
prominence of Bowling Green to the
work of Sens. Rand Paul and Mitch
McConnell in the past few years.
Sophomore Studen Government Association Senator Hunter Peay, who
supported Republican candidates in
Kentucky in the past, said he is planning on attending the debate and he
thinks other students should come as
well.
“Even if someone is not a Republican, this may be a candidate they can
vote for in the general election. It is
good to become familiar with the candidates as soon as possible,” Peay said
in an email interview.
During this upcoming election, Workman said he hopes WKU students will go
out and get engaged in the political process, including attending the debate.
“Even if you don’t get involved in
campaigns at least go vote and participate in the political process,” Workman said.

The candidates
Matt
Bevin

James
comer
Hal
Heiner
Will t.
scott
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Have an opinion? Tweet us
@wkuherald or find us on Facebook
at WKUHerald as well. Let us know
your thoughts about the editorial, or
write us with what is on your mind.

TWEETS FROM

THE HILL
@LaurenUSellis: WKU wifi is
making me incapable of doing
my homework and if the school is
telling me I can't do my work then
that's just a sign to stop — 6:46
PM - 23 Feb 2015
@justin_barley: Good luck to
all of my fellow WKU students as
we start on our homework that
should've been done a week ago
#SnowWeek2k15 — 2:33 PM - 22
Feb 2015
@TezBowen43: I look at everyone that went to high school in
Louisville, that goes to WKU that
were athletes, like I'm better than
them I'm sorry but not — 7:27 PM
- 23 Feb 2015
@Wolf_Quill: Shout out to the @
wku maintenance men for fixing
the heat on my floors bathroom
and kitchen. — 8:04 PM - 23 Feb
2015

Fishy
Business:
ADMINISTRATION NEEDS NEW BAIT
OPINION@
WKUHERALD.COM

Fishing, one of humanity's oldest pasts
times,
has
transformed to multiple
meanings in modern
JACOB
It's original
PARKER culture.
definition—
focusing on the hunt of an
aquatic creature— still remains, but
a new age of technology has allowed
for more dimensions to be added.
For instance, the relatively new
“phishing” that relates to an influx
of spam emails, similar to the bombardment all of those “free toner”
announcements.
Another usage is “catfishing,”
where a person pretends to—some-

one else when creating an online relationship. MTV’s “Catfish” focuses
on this very topic and it’s intensely
entertaining.
Then there are times things seem
“fishy,” to describe something that
doesn’t quite add up— much like
our university budget and why no
one on admin council seems to age.
Most commonly, “fishing” used to
relate to a patient pursuit of something. Journalists fish for stories—
or if you’re Brian Williams you just
make them up. Students fish for information to satisfy their thirst for
knowledge, Christians follow the
calling as "fishers of men" to bring
people to their church.
It's not a secret that some administrative council members fish, and
sometimes with each other. But
what are they fishing for?

My first guess would be the "fishers
of men" example, going to extreme
lengths to increase the number of
students attending WKU. My second
guess would be fishing for profit,
casting their hooks deep into the sea
of alumni and Commonwealth community—just yearning for a bite.
The problem, though, lies in the
bait. A university with ongoing construction for new installments, profit driven goals, a handful of buildings falling apart and a penchant
for relying on tuition increases for
funds doesn't exactly seem too tasty.
The saying goes "teach a man to
fish, you'll feed him for a lifetime."
This is an all call for someone to
buy the administration a new tackle
box—their tools could use a tune-up
before their next trip.

CHECKING UP

Campus food is what you make it
OPINION@
WKUHERALD.COM

According to the
Center for Disease
Control, more than
one-third (78.6 million) of the adults in
MORGAN the United States are
PROFUMO obese. In 2013, Kentucky was ranked
fifth in self-reported
Checking Up:
obesity statistics with
Conscious
several states trailing
choices for
behind.
better living
When seeking refuge from this devastating health concern
that has touched almost half of our
nation, it is imperative to look at
what we are putting into our bodies. Although obesity can be genetic, it is caused from not taking the

proper nutrition into our bodies. We
can begin to solve this epidemic by
starting right here at WKU.
The most well known healthy options offered on campus are Subway and The Fresh Food Company.
These two selections, although offering healthy choices, lack diverse
foods that are needed for students
to continue to eat there. Eating a
sandwich every day is sure to bore
anyone. The Fresh Food Company,
being the healthiest option for students, do not provide meals that are
always appetizing.
While the nutritious choices on
campus seem slim, there are many
ways to accomplish staying healthy.
Almost every food place on campus offers healthier alternatives to
the things that are already on their
menus. For example, Chick-Fil-A
includes a grilled chicken sandwich
option that is found on the meal
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plan. Eating grilled chicken versus
fried chicken is a simple change you
can make to decrease the amount of
calories you are consuming.
Another alternative in avoiding
unhealthy food found on campus is
to lessen the amount of meal plans
you have. Doing so will save you
money, which can be used to purchase healthier dorm-friendly food
from the grocery.
If the only things that students put
into their bodies are foods high in
sodium, fat content and artificial
preservatives, it will only be a matter of time before the repercussions
come raining down over WKU. It
can only benefit the student body if
the healthier options are promoted
more aggressively. There are plenty
of opportunities to eat healthy on
campus— you just have to know
where to look.

@JetlifeMarko: I can't even remember my first semester clearly
at WKU that's how turnt I was —
10:41 PM - 23 Feb 2015
@Dherg1: 4 tests this week; if I
don't make it, it's been real WKU.
— 11:24 PM - 23 Feb 2015
@Danni_Lynne12:Middle fingers
up wku. Thanks for the warning
email that the top of the parking
garage was closed. I sat in traffic
for 20 min in garage.— 7:37 AM 24 Feb 2015
@redcardkop: Way to step up
your yoga game @WKU. 3 classes
at Preston each week and now
free yoga for grad students! #MuchasGracias—7:44 AM - 24 Feb
2015
@AK_VanFossen: COME ON WKU
I JUST WANNA DO LAUNDRY WHY
ARE YOU MAKING THIS SO DIFFICULT!?—5:33 PM - 24 Feb 2015
@KateMayfield: Phew! Met my
1st American audience since US
publication - the students at WKU.
They're reading The Undertaker's
Daughter. Good questions!—2:07
PM - 24 Feb 2015
@BookwohmKawi: I find few
things more annoying than a
WKU student wearing UK gear.
You chose this school. Show some
school pride.—4:02 PM - 25 Feb
2015
@Based_Cole: WKU students
might hate me on confessions,
but they sure do love me on yin
yak.—3:27 PM - 25 Feb 2015
@kayla_ma3: History Prof wrote
out a new syllabus. He added
“Snowmaggedon” to the week we
were out of classes. #wku
—1:17 PM - 25 Feb 2015
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HELP WANTED
AllStar Photo Labs is seeking a qualified part time
graphic design person to work in our lab/print/design area.
Qualified candidate will have a good working knowledge
of CS4 or higher. Start training this month with flexible
hours and a good work environment.
Please send resume to Richard@4allstar.com or call
270-781-6511 x2.

AllStar Sports Photography is seeking photographers,
photographer trainees and coordinators. Must be able to
relate well with children and work as a team. We furnish
equipment and transportation. Experienced photographers
earn up to $14 per hour including travel time. This is
seasonal work and primarily on Saturdays. Please send
resume to Richard@4allstar.com or call 270-781-6511 x2

Customer
Service Representative
Pool and Spa Depot is
looking for an open and
outgoing team player.
Someone who enjoys
helping customers one on
one. Position is full-time
and weekends required.
Compensation includes
both hourly wages and
commissions. Please apply
in person: 1830 Wallace
Court, Bowling Green, KY.

Professional Dog
Breeding Kennel in search
of P.T. kennel assistant.
-including SaturdaysMUST LOVE DOGS.
Ag students preferred.
email resume to
job1498@yahoo.com
Verdi Restaurant
Downtown BG is looking
for experienced servers. If
you would like working in
a fine dining environment
apply in person at
410 E. Main Street,
Downtown BG.

FOR SALE
BUY-SELL-TRADE: Games, DVDs, Records!
Also: Comics, CDs, Toys, CCGs, RPGs, more!
The Great Escape Records & Comics
2945 Scottsville Rd. (Near Greenwood Mall)
615-782-8092
Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading or false claims but
cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution when answering ads, especially when
asked to send money or provide credit card information. The College Heights Herald is not
responsible for the content or validity of these paid classified ads.

PREVIOUS CROSSWORD
SOLUTION

Across
1 Pharmacy purchase
5 Figure (out), slangily
9 Early Yucatán settlers
14 German “a”
15 Irish New Age singer
16 Bite-the-bullet type
17 400 athletes?
19 “Star Trek”
lieutenant
20 Trophy prized by
actors
21 Watermelon eater’s
discard
23 Austin-to-Baton
Rouge direction
24 Flat hat with a
pompom
26 40 polos?
28 Football club based
in Lombardy
32 Many a casino visitor
33 Bank offering
34 Kelly of morning TV
37 Moral code
39 Texter’s “Horrors!”
40 4 tire inserts?
42 Squeeze (out)
43 Local news hr.
45 Mix
46 ESPN analyst
Hershiser
47 Wife of Abraham
49 Chatty gathering
51 600 stand-ups?
54 Plea at sea, briefly
55 “Sadly ...”
56 Pouty expression
58 Repetitive musical
piece
62 ACC team with a
turtle mascot

64 1,500 thermometer
units?
66 Gobbled up
67 Letter carrier’s
sackful
68 Starbucks order
69 Sound from an
angry dog
70 Sugar bowl
invaders
71 Battle of
Normandy town
Down
1 Geometric art style
2 Frees (of)
3 Like the word
“waitress,” briefly
4 Gummy bear
ingredient
5 Susan of “L.A.
Law”
6 Small bills
7 Oven-safe brand
8 Stand in a painting
class
9 East Lansing sch.
10 Nonreligious sort
11 Mall directory
words
12 Bombing missions
13 Sings like Ella
18 Shrunken Asian sea
22 Broadband initials
25 Harry and __,
“Home Alone” bad
guys
27 Ground breakers
28 Plenty
29 Fesses up
30 Document sealed
by King John in 1215

SUDOKU
START
HERE

YOU MADE IT!

31 Petty peeves
35 Salt (away)
36 “Not __ deal”
38 Boston NBAer
40 Islamic prayer
leader
41 Notable periods
44 Thrive
46 In some respects
48 That guy
50 Five-time
Wimbledon champ
Bjorn
51 Goes out with
52 Pause punctuation
53 Khartoum’s land
57 Cut a line from,
say
59 Well-kept
60 Computer giant
61 Norway’s most
populous city
63 NBC comedy
staple
65 Some Bronx trains
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PHOTO

Khin Maung Nyunt sits outside during Kathina, the offering of the robes to Buddhist monks, marking the end of the rainy season in Burma, on Nov. 1, 2014 at the Buddhist Temple in Bowling Green. "Burma was once the rice bowl of Southeast Asia," Nyunt said. "I was brain washed by the dictator that the military was saving the people,
but then day-by-day I noticed the poor condition of the people."

‘Grandpa Jimmy’
Photos and story by Nicole Boliaux

K

hin Maung Nyunt, 77, is a political refugee from
Burma.

Nyunt was a captain in the Burmese Army. He

soon, however, joined the ranks of the growing numbers of

protestors in Burma in the 1960s after believing the military

was brainwashing him. He was thrown in military prison
for three years without trial.

After being released, Nyunt fled Burma in 1972 for Thai-

land, where he became an English teacher. He and his
wife moved to the United States 10 years ago and became
a part of the Foster Grandparent program, a program that
provides volunteers age 55 and over with opportunities to
serve their community.

He volunteers at the Migrant Head Start Child Care program in Bowling Green. He assists teacher Critina Neighbor
in the classroom. The children refer to Nyunt as 'Grandpa
Jimmy.'
On top of this, Nyunt also focuses his time on taking care
of his wife, who recently had both hips replaced. The couFelix Pascula, 4, answers 'Grandpa
Jimmy's' questions about the colors
of the objects in front of them, Oct.
31, 2014. Nyunt's first language is
Burmese and his second language
is English, but he helps teach a class
to Spanish-speaking children. "As
a survivor I became a teacher. We
take care of these kids as if they are
our own," Nyunt said. "We have an
obligation to give back to our society
before we die."

Khin Maung Nyunt explains the difference between a noun and a pronoun to his class of four
Burmese Bowling Green residents in the Creekwood apartments in Bowling Green on Feb. 8.
Nyunt recently started teaching English to Burmese residents in his community every Saturday
and Sunday morning.

ple also recently discovered she has glaucoma and needs
eye surgery, but due to the recent snow storm, had to push
back the appointment.

LEFT: At the Migrant Head Start Child Care program in
Bowling Green, Khin Maung Nyunt arrives at 7:15 a.m. on
Oct. 31, 2014, an hour before the children arrive, to set up
and organize the classroom for the teacher, Critina Neighbor. "All foster grandparents should be like Jimmy. I don't
know what I'd be without him," Neighbor said.

A feast of traditional Burmese food is offered to five Buddhist monks,
while Khin Maung Nyunt, an elder, prays on Nov. 1, 2014 at the Buddhist Temple in Bowling Green.
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WKU grad,
BuzzFeed
editor to give
poetry reading

LIFE

Elise Iannuzzi, pictured on
Tuesday, Feb. 24, is a Theatre
professor at WKU and director
for BG OnStage. "I get to share
what I learned and gained from
the theatre," Iannuzzi said of
what she likes about teaching.
JEFF BROWN/HERALD

BY SAMANTHA WRIGHT
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Critically acclaimed poet Saeed
Jones will be visiting WKU on March 4
as a guest poet and judge of the annual Goldenrod poetry contest, hosted
by the English Club.
An alumnus of WKU, Jones is a
BuzzFeed LGBT editor and a recipient of the Pushcart Prize. His Twitter,
@theferocity, was ranked by TIME
Magazine as one of the best of 2014.
He is the author of the collection
“Prelude to Bruise,” released in September of 2014. His poems deal with
race, sexuality and life in the South.
While his poems aren’t autobiographical, they are inspired by his life experiences as a gay, black man growing up
in the South. This collection was one
of the five finalists for the National
Book Critics Circle’s poetry award, the
winner of which will be announced
March 12.

We’re grateful we got him
locked down before his
schedule starts filling up like
crazy, as it undoubtedly will
from all this exposure.

THE IANNUZZI

Eryn Karmiller,
Vice president of the English Club

“I’ve never gotten stage fright

Jones will aid the English Club in
deciding the winners of the Goldenrod poetry contest. The English Club
will choose the top 10 submissions,
and of those, Jones will pick the top
three. The top three will each get a
certificate and a modest cash prize:
the first-place winner gets $30, second place gets $20 and third place
gets $10.
As part of his visit, Jones will lead a
workshop for the 10 contest finalists
prior to his reading. The finalists, as
well as the Creative Writing Faculty
and members of the English Club, will
then accompany him for dinner. The
finalists will join Jones in reading their
poems at his reading, where he will
decide the winners.
Eryn Karmiller, vice president of the
English Club, said she’s pleased such
an acclaimed poet is coming to WKU.
“Almost immediately after we nailed
him down as our guest poet, he was
named one of five finalists for the prestigious National Book Critics Circle
Award for his latest poetry collection,
‘Prelude to Bruise,’ and had a piece
published by the New York Times,” she
said. “We’re grateful we got him locked
down before his schedule starts filling
up like crazy, as it undoubtedly will
from all this exposure.”
Karmiller said as a result of his recent “buzz”, anticipation of a larger
crowd moved the event to a bigger
venue.

SEE IANNUZZI PAGE B2

SEE JONES PAGE B2

Part-time faculty proclaims
rich passion for theater
BY ANNA LAWSON
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

has come a long way since then, having

he said. “You have to have a certain

lived in New York, directed plays and

mentality when you do theater. You

been an extra in “The Avengers,” “The

have to enjoy it. There isn't enough

Amazing Spider-Man” and “Law &

money to do it for any other reason.”

Ever since she saw her first Broadway
show, “The Phantom of the Opera,” when
she was four-years-old, Elise Iannuzzi
knew she wanted to be on a stage.
“I was hooked. We bought the cast
recording, and back then it was still

Order: SVU.” Now, she is back at WKU
teaching theater appreciation.
Jeff Smith, the technical director at

Five years after seeing “Phantom
of the Opera,” Iannuzzi auditioned
for her first show, “Annie” and got the
part of one of the orphans. She said

on tape, so I would listen to it over

Van Meter Hall, said he has known

and over,” she said.

Iannuzzi since she was in junior high.

even at a young age, she was never

Even today, after seeing the show

“She was always someone who was

over 20 times, it’s still her favorite. She

passionate about being in theater,”

nervous of a stage.

BG EATS

Thai Express: a sweet
experience of national fare
OPINION
@WKUHERALD.COM

JOHN
GREER
BG EATS:
Weekly guide
to the BG
restaurant
scene

Housed in a former fast
food restaurant, Thai Express
is an inauspicious-looking
operation that serves really
appetizing Thai fare.
Rather than taking orders
at the counter, Thai Express
now acts as a sit-down restaurant. Their temporary
Styrofoam plates have been
replaced with more sturdy
china. Lest that take away
the fast food appeal, the

restaurant keeps the booths
and tables bare, and contemporary pop music still
hums in the background.
That ubiquitous national
dish, Pad Thai, was available
in several different permutations. Opting for the vegetarian version might have
seemed like a rather boring route. The meat was not
missed. The restaurant’s iteration, a stir-fry of rice noodles
and a medley of vegetables,

SEE BG EATS PAGE B2

Thai Express located on US 31W Bypass features many dishes, including the vegetarian
Pad Thai with mixed vegetables and fried tofu. The restaurant also carries an assortment of
bubble teas— a pearl tea mixed with fruit or milk with tapioca pearls. TYLER ESSARY/HERALD
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Economics professor remembered for dedication

BY ANNA LAWSON

NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Dick Cantrell called the Hill home for
47 years before he retired, nearly twice
as long as many of the students that
currently attend WKU have been alive.
He did more than simply teach in his
time at WKU. Faculty and students alike
can attest to the fact that he inspired students until his very last day as a Hilltopper.
Cantrell died, last Wednesday, at age
75 after battling cancer.
“He was very popular, no doubt
about that,” Robert Pulsinelli, an economics professor and Cantrell’s colleague of nearly 50 years, said. “A very
easy-going guy—never saw him angry.
We were natural friends, and he had a
really hard time leaving WKU.”
Pulsinelli remembered an instance in

IANNUZZI

Continued from life

because I’m in my zone,” she said. “It
was just this [is] what you do, that’s it.”
Iannuzzi always had the support
of her parents. However, they always
pushed her to get an education before
taking the stage.
“They didn't want me to be the actor
that, once I graduated high school,
moved to New York and try to make it,”
she said. “They wanted me to get an
education — make sure I had a little bit
of a backup plan incase.”
Her mother, Flora Stuart, is also
involved in theater as the president of BG
OnStage. She said that she got involved
with theater because of her daughter.
“Parents get brought into what the
kids do,” she said. “We have always
wanted our kids to find something
they are passionate about and want
them to have a living.”
Stuart said she takes what her students
are good at and what they love to steer
them in a direction that is practical.
Iannuzzi grew up in Bowling Green
and attended WKU for two years. In
2009, she made it to New York and
attended Marymount Manhattan
College where she completed her
undergraduate studies in acting.
Upon first arriving in the Big Apple, she
was taken aback by many of her professors’
styles of teaching. Most of them were very

BG EATS

Continued from life

was garnished with crushed peanuts
and a very competent take. The noodles were soft and the sauce was sweet
without being cloying.
Thai Express offered a small assortment of condiments to enhance the
plate of noodles: lime wedges, chili powder and chili sauce. A shot of lime, cou-

JONES

Continued from life

Jerod Hollyfield, co-advisor of the
English Club, said that having Jones
visit WKU serves as an encouragement
to English majors.
“Saeed Jones is one of the English department's most distinguished graduates. Not only is he a poet who is gaining international acclaim, but he's also
an editor for BuzzFeed,” he said. “He's
living proof that one can have multiple
occupational and artistic opportunities with an English major.”
Brittany Moster, president of the English
Club, believes that Jones can offer encour-

which Cantrell was able to come up with
a entire paragraph that was a palindrome.
“He is one of the smartest guys I’ve
known,” Pulsinelli said. “Knowledgeable of not just econ, but he had an encyclopedic mind.”
Cantrell’s family noticed the impact he
made while at WKU. His daughter Jennifer said her family still runs into people
who talk about him in high regards.
“He was profound,” she said. “I believe he was instrumental in shaping
the direction and philosophy of the
economics department.”
Jennifer Cantrell said her father left
behind a legacy of academic discipline. She said her family is profoundly
impacted forever by him. He leaves behind four children, 13 grandchildren
and one great-grandchild.
Jennifer Cantrell said growing up she

had every intention of being a great conductor or broadway performer. However, when she was in high school, her
father told her to consider going into law
school. When Jennifer Cantrell went to
college, she decided to change her major and got a degree in archeology. Then,
her senior year of college, she took her
father’s advice and went to law school.
“I have been a successful attorney ever
since,” she said. “I didn't go to law school
because he said it. I went because I realized that when he said I would be good
at it he was right. He had a way of seeing
people’s strengths and weaknesses and
applying them to the real world.”
Being involved in economics at
WKU, Dick Cantrell had a knack for
money and banking. He worked at
Lewisburg banking company where he
was chairman of the board since 2004.

Billy Bingham, the president of Lewisburg Banking Company, said that he is
still in shock over the loss.
“He was very wise and a visionary leader,” he said. “He was a good friend of mine.
He was an outstanding family man.”
Pulsinelli said that he, as well as his colleagues, all learned a lot from him, as did
his students. Michelle Trawick, associate
dean of the Gordon Ford College of Business, had Cantrell as a professor in the
1980s and said he was brilliant.
“He was very intelligent and a gifted
speaker,” she said. “He was just a really
neat guy. It’s hard to explain exactly.”
Trawick said he was a traditional professor in that he was very engaged with his
students and very interested in making
sure they learned and were thoughtful.
“We all learned a lot from him,” Pulsinelli said. “He was just a really bright guy.”

hard on her, which she wasn't used to.
“As a doe-eyed newbie to the big city, I
kind of crumbled a little bit from that,”
she said. “It’s hard when someone tells
you that you won’t succeed just to get
to you so you work harder.”
To earn a bit of extra cash she worked
as an extra in major motion pictures
and popular TV shows.
“I did it more for fun,” she said. “It
was something cool I could do when I
had a free day.”
During this time she also participated
in her first off-broadway show.
“I don’t remember the title of it because
it was Spanish,” she said laughing. “I
played a corpse. So, that’s my big break
right there. I was a dead body that had to
be very still on the floor for two hours.”
Her days as a corpse were limited,
however, as quickly after meeting
professional actors, she began to
second-guess herself.
“Seeing how unstable that life is, I
totally changed my mind and didn't
want to do it anymore,” she said. “I mean
I still love the theater and appreciate it,
and if someone offered me a part in a
broadway show, of course, I’d take it.”
Iannuzzi said there is no stability
in theater, and she realized the risk
involved in the art she grew up loving.
“You never know,” she said. “Even
if you audition, and audition, and
audition, you could audition for years
and never get cast. Or make your big

broadway debut in a show and it flops.”
Iannuzzi has also always been a
“family person.” She has always known
that she wants to be a mom.
“That lifestyle doesn't really support
that,” she said, referring to theater. “It’s
always kind of career first, and then once
you get established you can have a family,
but the establishment is never a given.”
Iannuzzi wasn't ready to let go of her
lifelong love of theater. She went to
graduate school at Emerson College
in Boston and earned an masters in
theatre education. It was then that she
discovered her love for directing.
She worked at an elementary school
in Boston and helped it establish its
first drama program.
“They had no drama before,” she
said. “My last year there, I focused on
creating this drama club and give it
some structure and some guidance.”
Knowing she probably wouldn't be
there much longer, Iannuzzi left it in the
hands of one of her friends. She knew
that BG OnStage had an opening for an
education and artistic director position.
She packed her bags and came back
to the bluegrass, where she was hired
full-time by BG OnStage.
“Once I graduated, I wanted to come
back home. So, it was nice that it
worked out,” she said. “I’m still involved
in theater, and it’s still very much what
I want to do, but in a different light.”
She's been back on the Hill for about

a year, working at BG OnStage with
children who are just as passionate
for theater as she was after seeing
“Phantom of the Opera.”
“I love it, I love it,” she said. “It’s my
mom instinct in me, I totally don't
mind working with 20 plus children.”
Smith said she is light-hearted, and
that the kids she directs respond to that.
“She can just spontaneously break
into a dance on stage or just have a
good laugh and that is what you want,”
he said. “You what the training she has
and also be spontaneous because that
is what theater is all about.”
Smith said he hopes she is able to
settle in and take stock of things so that
she can guide it to where it should be.
Iannuzzi was also hired at WKU as
a Theatre Appreciation instructor
this semester, and said it is one of her
biggest accomplishments.
“I can direct,” she said. “I can act.
I can work with kids. But this is a
completely different monster. It’s my
first real big-girl job.”
Her mother sees that she enjoys
teaching both college students as well
as the kids at BG OnStage.
“I am just so proud of her,” Stuart
said. “She loves being involved with
youth theater and involved in the
university setting. I know she is thrilled
to be teaching.”

pled with a dash of the chili mixtures,
contributed a bright, spicy dimension
that rounded out the dish really well.
The Massaman curry was served
with soft, generous cubes of tofu
and assorted vegetables. Other than
the almost too-large potato chunks,
the vegetables were pretty scant.
The slightly sweet and tangy sauce
became quite good after a drizzle of
chili.

Thai Express also serves a unique
product—bubble tea. This popular
milk-based beverage is commonly
served iced and frothy.
As is customary, the bubble tea at
Thai Express came with a comically
oversized straw, the purpose of which
was to suck up the dark ‘bobas’ —
chewy tapioca pearls — at the bottom.
The restaurant’s version of green tea
did not convey any strong flavor other

than sweetness. It was a little one-dimensional. Still, it was an amusing and
very refreshing accompaniment to the
rest of the meal.
Since it has become a sit-down
restaurant, prices have gotten a little higher. Meals will likely cost at
or more than $10. But armed with
strong flavors and generous portions,
Thai Express makes a strong case for
a visit.

agement to other WKU students as well.
“Saeed is a great poet who is gaining
more and more recognition. The fact
that he is a WKU grad means wonderful
things for the university because it indicates that WKU students are doing awesome things,” she said. “It also means
that WKU has the ability to bring speakers to campus who are doing important
things in the world and making a difference, whether that is with their actions
or, as in Saeed's case, with their words.”
Jones will give a reading of his work
on March 4, in the Recital Hall, Room
189 of the Ivan WilsonFine Arts Center,
at 7 p.m. The free reading is open to the
public.
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Documentarian to show film on feminism

BY SHELBY ROGERS

NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Independent
documentary filmmaker Jennifer Lee is
coming to WKU to present a
unique narrative.
The documentary, “Feminist: Stories from Women’s
Liberation,” catalogues the
untold histories of lesser
known feminist icons from
the 1960s and 1970s.
The film will be shown at 7
p.m. in the Mass Media and
Technology Hall auditorium
on March 3, and it’s sponsored
by the department of Diversity

and Community Studies.
“The heart of my film gets at
what the women’s liberation
movement actually did for this
country and the reluctance of
women to declare themselves
as feminist, and why it’s okay
to be proud to be a feminist,”
Lee said.
Having grown up through
the women’s liberation movement, Lee said she saw the
positivity of the era firsthand.
“I always called myself a
feminist, and I put this in the
documentary, but as the years
went on, I could see more and
more negativity attributed to

the word feminist,” Lee said.
“… Then I found myself hesitant to use the word feminist
and thought this was crazy.
What’s going on?”
That question sent Lee on a
journey to examine myths and
preconceptions surrounding
one of the biggest movements
in the 20th century.
“As I went through the history and talked with the women
who helped make this happen, I saw all the layers and
complexity of the movement,”
she said.
Jane Olmsted, department
head for Diversity and Com-

munity Studies, said Lee’s presentation fits well with speakers for the department.
“We anticipate it to be a
great opportunity for discussion and conversation, and
we’re looking forward to it,”
she said.
Lee graduated from Hampshire College in Massachusetts
with a degree in women’s studies and filmmaking. Her biography noted that she moved to
the San Francisco Bay area to
work as a compositor for Lucasfilm’s Industrial Light and
Magic. She worked on films
such as “Forrest Gump,” “Back

to the Future Part II” and
“Hook.” She then moved to
Los Angeles as a visual effects
producer, compositor and editor, where she worked on “Kill
Bill Vol. 1 and 2,” “Final Destination” and “Enchanted.”
As a filmmaker, she said she’s
seen the gradual evolution
of where women work in the
field.
“It’s taken a long time for
women to go from being the
subject of those narratives,
think Marilyn Monroe and her
popularity, to going behind
the camera and creating those
stories,” she said.

NOT YOUR TYPICAL WOMAN

'Parks' feminism changed comedic landscape
OPINION
@WKUHERALD.COM
Amy Poehler’s unashamedly feminist series, “Parks and Recreation,” came to a close
this week as the nation
laughed and cried at
the crew’s last farewell.
WILL
The emotional finale
HYDE
reminded viewers what
front-woman
Leslie
Not Your
Knope (Poehler) is all
Typical
about. The final season
Woman:
ended with heartache
Leading ladies as audiences looked
into the future to see the
with super
fruits of Knope’s labor.
powers
“Parks”
symbolizes
the rolling tide of gender equality following the millennials as they mature
into adulthood. Knope and her casual
commentary on LGBT acceptance, female involvement and racial equality
gives millennials hope that one day the

country will be as inclusive as Pawnee,
Indiana.
Poehler, like her peers Tina Fey, Kristen Wiig and other female comedians
originating from the last wave of SNL
veterans, work tirelessly to progress
female comedians. Perhaps one of the
last vestiges of perceived female inadequacy, comedy is often reserved for
men. Poehler shoved her way to the
top, using every step taken as a podium to preach feminist values. With
the help of “Parks,” she succeeded in
encouraging audiences everywhere.
Knope voices the overwhelming
positivity and sturdy optimism of a rising generation of empowered women.
Poehler shares her vision of the perfect America — one that accepts many
people and recognizes everyone in a
community from small towns to larger
cities. She humorously takes shots at
the irritations of bureaucracy while
maintaining the sanctity of public service.
Knope, by her own admission, is the
product of feminism. Her character,

born of strong role models, learned
to fantasize political success. Knope,
much like Poehler, picked a career in
one of the most masculine spheres of
society and spent her entire life breaking through glass ceilings.
Knope and the folks at “Parks” are
teaching very important lessons. Hers
is a story that hasn’t been told many
times before. Females who not only
aspire to a life in the political world,
but also accomplish their plans are
not often spoken about. Knope’s rise to
power is not one laden with corruption
or shady money, her story is a positive
example of female ambition. Unlike
many negative portrayals of determined women, she does not sacrifice
her convictions, stray from the path or
come across as “bitchy,” and is, in turn,
rewarded for her hard work. Knope is
so revolutionary because audiences
are finally treated to a female character
whose drive and talent gain her fortune and success.
Knope, however, is not without her
faults. Throughout the show, she is fre-

quently too stubborn and bossy. Once
described as a “steam roller,” Knope’s
personality is somewhat strong and
hard to handle. She hypes up the trivial
and is sentimental about the smallest
of things.
For some, her eagerness and cheer
may be too much, but her message
is undeniably positive. Poehler uses
Knope’s character traits to comment
on larger female issues in a patriarchal society. She takes on female stereotypes like nagging, female issues in
dating and female struggles like masculine opposition.
The show did its best to subtly advocate for gay inclusion and women’s
rights without coming across confrontational or condescending.
Knope gives girls a positive outlook
as they face a world wrought with sexism. She shows that anyone can attain
success if they are prepared to fight for
it. It is safe to say, the country needs
more Leslie Knopes.

New club forms to
discuss Arab relations
BY JESSICA VOORHEES
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

A new club, the Model Arab League
(MAL), began this semester to provide students with an opportunity to learn about
diplomacy in the Arabic countries.
Crestwood junior Chris McKenna started the club after he discovered the MAL
website while searching for internship opportunities over winter break.
McKenna said the MAL complemented
his Political Science and Arabic majors, so
he approached students with related majors to form a club at WKU.
"I'm very interested in U.S. and Arab relations, so I reached out to friends with similar interests," he said.
McKenna approached Olive Hill freshman Alex Knipp to help establish the
group.
"I'm studying Arabic and International
Affairs so it was like a dream come true,"
Knipp said.
McKenna said the club operates similarly
to a Model United Nations, except they discuss exclusively Arab relations.
The MAL club will form a mock delegation for Sudan to discuss issues and vote
on resolutions with other colleges representing nations within the Arab League at
a conference.

The club is set to attend the Southeast
Regional Model Arab League conference
in Spartanburg, South Carolina over spring
break, where members will engage in conversations with delegates from 12 other
universities.
McKenna said the conference assigns
each delegate to a different council. Each
group will discuss separate issues, such as
economic, political and social affairs.
The club's faculty advisor David DiMeo,
assistant professor of Arabic, said the conference will give out an award for best delegation at the end.
McKenna said the club is now applying
for grants and preparing for the conference by studying Sudan's current political
affairs.
"I'm reading about Sudan and its political and domestic environment, and its relationship with the rest of the Arab League
and with the Middle East," McKenna said.
DiMeo said any students interested in international affairs and the Middle East can
join the club.
McKenna said he would like to grow the
club and recruit more delegates to become
more competitive at future conferences.
Another future goal is to win.
"In years to come I'd like to have more
delegates to represent WKU to the best of
our ability" McKenna said.

WKUHERALd.com
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SURVIVAL

OF THE fittest

Outdoor Leadership Program helps
students develop survival skills

BY SAMANTHA WRIGHT
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Most classes incorporate group
projects into their curriculum. Only
one blindfolds the entire class as a part
of the lesson plan.
Chloe Carr, a sophomore from
Harrisburg, Illinois and a student in the
Outdoor Leadership Program, said she
enjoys the course because it is a direct
approach to learning wilderness skills.
“There are a lot of hard, physical skills
that are taught in these classes,” she said.
“I enjoy the more hands on approach.”
The Outdoor Leadership Program
has existed since 1991, as part of the
Recreation Administration School of
Kinesiology, Recreation and Sport.
Its first course was a Wilderness
Stewardship course that ran for 14 days
in the field. Then in 2006, an Outdoor
Leadership Program minor was
formed, which included a professional
immersion semester, where students
spent around 30 days engaged in
assorted expeditions.
The program for the minor is highly
competitive, with only 12 students
accepted each semester, to form a cohort.
The program allows students to
gain certification in many areas, such
as Wilderness First Responders, No
Trace Trainers and Kentucky Water
Watch Certification. It also includes
service projects that give back to the
community, such as trail maintenance
and river cleanups.

Students keep a journal and
participate in daily debriefings. They
also take part in peer review. Classes
are held in Diddle Arena, and students
take regular field trips that can last
anywhere from an hour to a full day
Steve Spencer, one of the instructors
for the Outdoor Leadership Program,
said the program fulfills many uses.
“Leadership Training is for folks
desiring outdoor REC positions- but
teaches life skills that benefit all,” he said
Tammie Stenger-Ramsey, another
instructor for the Outdoor Leadership
Program, said the class benefits
students because they are out in
nature as they are learning life skills.
“Well, one of the things a lot of
research has been done lately on is this
idea of the importance of nature in
people’s well-being and the connection
to the natural environment,” she said.
“There’s been a lot of research that
has come out recently that has shown
that having regular interactions with
nature is good for your psyche, your
physical development, your cognitive
processing, your social interaction,
and is just an all-around good thing.”
Carr said it also teaches skills that
are useful in other areas of life, such as
cooking skills.
“By completing this program, I hope
to feel more confident in my abilities
as not only an outdoor leader, but a
sure decision maker in everyday life,”
she said. “Also, we cook and are forced
to be creative in our backcountry

cooking. This is a huge motivator to
learn to cook well-or for me, things
other than rabbit and rice.”
As for being blindfolded, Carr said
the activity was an experience she
won’t be forgetting soon.
"The first day of class, I didn't know
who anyone was, but we played a
name game,” Carr said. “Immediately
afterwards, we were tied together— all
12 of us — with climbing rope, some of
us blindfolded or a leg tied up, and sent

from the second floor of Diddle Arena
to DUC to spend $12 at a vending
machine.”
And for Carr’s group, the trust
exercise served its purpose.
“It was a trust and team building
exercise, demonstrating that you are
only as strong as the weakest in your
group,” she said. “It worked. I was one
of the blindfolded victims. However,
we did it in less than 20 minutes, which
I think is impressive."

PHOTOS BY
LEANORA BENKATO
TOP: Lexington junior Zac Burton
serves "falafel scramble" to Bowling
Green junior Jacob Gaddie and sophomore Rebecca Woodburn during field
training in Chuck Crume Nature Park
in Bowling Green, on Tuesday, Feb. 24.
In pairs, the students set up camping
stoves and cooked inventive meals
from a mystery ingredient which had
been assigned beforehand by professor Steve Spencer and associate professor Tammie Stenger-Ramsey.
ABOVE: Sophomores and juniors
in the Outdoor Leadership Program
hike from the WKU campus through
Chuck Crume Park off Nashville Road
in Bowling Green, on Tuesday, Feb. 24,
to practice for an upcoming six-day
camping trip.
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LEFT: The Outdoor Leadership Program sets up temporary camp in
Chuck Crume Nature Park off Nashville Road in Bowling Green in preparation for this upcoming six-day
camping trip led by Professor Steve
Spencer and Associate Professor Tammie Stenger-Ramsey. The professors
demonstrated on-site hand washing and food disposal techniques as
part of a leave-no-trace curriculum.
Tuesday's run-through is part of the
course's "see one, do one, teach one"
curriculum, and prepares the students
to react in the field. "You never know
what can happen once you get out
there," said Spencer, who has been an
outdoors instructor for over 20 years.
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bench press
Reserve play key to Lady Topper success

BY JONAH PHILLIPS

a 23-4 overall and 12-2 league

SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

record.

It’s business as usual for the Lady Topper Bas-

The two are tied for the lead

ketball team as they sit in first place in the Con-

in Lady Topper scoring this

ference USA in their inaugural season in the con-

season with 456 points each.

Next game

proved to be a consistent thorn in the sides of op-

thursday, feb. 26
7 p.m.
VS. florida atlantic
@ diddle arena

ponents this season, a point that is expressed in

After being named C-USA Preseason Player of

squad—not just the leaders and starting lineup—

the Year and an All-Conference selection, Chas-

that brought the Lady Topper’s to the heights they

tity Gooch and fellow senior All-Conference se-

have achieved.

lection Alexis Govan have led the Lady Toppers to

While averaging 16.8 points from the bench in
C-USA play this season, it has been the depth on

But it’s been consistency throughout the entire

ference.

more columns than just points.

Solid bench play from WKU’s reserves has

the defensive side of the ball that has allowed the
Lady Toppers to persevere.
Junior Jalynn McClain is coming off an impressive

SEE WOMEN'S BASKETBALL
PAGE C2

WKU teammates Alexis Govan and Jalynn McClain embrace after defeating Conference USA opponent MTSU by a score of 63-60, Saturday, Feb. 21,
placing them at the top of the current conference standings. LUKE FRANKE/HERALD

MEN'S BASKETBALL

The Illustrated Man: Trency Jackson’s path through adversity
BY BILLY RUTLEDGE
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
Two years ago.
That was around the time
Trency Jackson lost count of
the number of tattoos he has
collected. His canvas, the entire front side of his body, is
draped in ink with things that
he holds close to his heart.
The words "God's Child" and
"Dream Chaser" race across
the senior guard's 6-foot-2
arms. Just above the phrases,
portraits of Jesus and Mother
Mary headline his forearms
and biceps like painted angels
running across the walls of a
church.
Jackson's Catholic faith has
remained a constant in the
young man's life, when other
things have not. From a boy
living in Jackson, Mississippi
without a father, to a college
sophomore leaving Texas Tech
University, due to academic
ineligibility, Jackson has "kept
pushing."
"I was scrambling," Jackson
said about being dismissed
from TTU. "I didn't know
what I was going to do next. I
turned to the Lord. I just kept
praying, and the Lord brought
me here."
“Here” is the WKU basket-
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ball team—a team where
Jackson has found a home
and a pivotal role, where his
basketball skills can shine.
Over the past two seasons,
Jackson has started 40 games
(all 26 this season), averaged
10.1 points per game and has
become the "vocal leader" of
the team.
“I just think he’s a guy that’s
a big-time energy guy," Head
Coach Ray Harper said.
"When he’s at his best he’s a
lock-down defender. He’s a
competitor. That’s the best
way I can describe him. He’ll
fight you — he’ll compete. He’s
meant a lot over the last year
and a half."
∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙
"Loud. Energy. Active. Loud."
The three teammates busted
out laughing. The comments
were the words fellow seniors
T.J. Price and George Fant
used to describe Jackson’s upbeat personality.
"He's a high spirit," Fant
said. "He likes to laugh. He
likes to make everyone else
laugh and have fun. He's a
good guy. When he first came
in, I could tell from the jump
he was a good guy."
"If he's not talking, something is wrong with him,"
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WKU guard and redshirt senior Trency Jackson drives to the basket against North Texas guard T.J.
Taylor, on Feb. 5, at Diddle Arena. WKU beat North Texas 65-59. HARRISON HILL/HERALD
Price said. "He's the type of
person if you're having a bad
day, he's going to want to be
around because he's going to
make you laugh. He's going
to do something. It can be the
corniest things sometime."
The trio will play their final
home game for WKU Feb. 28
and graduate in May, a goal

that seemed far away for Jackson a short time ago.
After high school, Trency enrolled into Northwest Florida
State College, where he spent
his freshman season leading
his JUCO school to the NJCAA
national title game. A year later, Jackson transferred to Texas Tech University with high

aspirations of playing Division
I basketball.
The dream was short lived,
as Jackson was deemed academically ineligible after starting the first 11 games. Jackson
moved back to Mississippi

SEE TRENCY JACKSON
PAGE C2

PROUD BREAKFAST
SERVED
TO SUPPORT

WKU

EVERYDAY
7 A.M. – 11 A.M.

1802 Russellville Rd.
2460 Nashville Rd.
2628 Scottsville Rd.
1162 W. 31 Bypass

FEBRUARY 26, 2015

c2

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD

BASEBALL BRIEF

Hilltopper baseball toppled by Belmont 9-1

After a four-run second inning by Belmont, the
WKU baseball team could never get back into
Tuesday’s game in Nashville as the Bruins beat
the Hilltoppers 9-1.
In a game where Belmont knocked out four
different solo home runs, along with seven extra
base hits, the Hilltoppers struggled at the plate
as they left 11 runners stranded on base.
WKU also failed to have a single extra-base hit
for the first time this season.
Senior first baseman Ryan Church and senior

designated hitter Phillip Diedrick combined for
one hit in eight at-bats on the evening.
The lone score for the Hilltoppers came off
back-to-back mistakes from the Bruins after a
wild pitch moved sophomore second baseman
Leiff Clarkson to second base, followed by an
error from the Belmont second baseman that
brought Clarkson home for the score.
On the mound, WKU continued their struggles.
Sophomore Cody Coll gave up six hits and five
runs in just two innings.

Sophomore Sam Higgs and freshman Logan
Weins also saw time on the mound Tuesday as
they combined to give up nine hits and four runs
in six innings.
In a contest with few positives, Diedrick provided some hope for Hilltoppers as he extended
his hitting streak to seven games dating back to
last year.
The loss brings the Hilltoppers to 2-4 on the
season, with games next against Vanderbilt and
Southern Illinois.

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

Continued from sports

first start of the season. Her selection
in the starting lineup proved to be crucial, while her 24 other appearances
yielded an average of 8.9 minutes per
game where she plays an intricate part
in the WKU defense.
“I put Jalynn McClain in because
she has been unbelievable in practice,
and now, you see why,” Head Coach
Michelle Clark-Heard said after last
weekend’s wins. “I’m just really proud
of her.”
Freshman Tashia Brown played in all
competitions for the Lady Toppers but
has started just five. She notched the
fourth-most points of any Lady Topper this season (the most of any bench
player) with 225.
Fellow freshman Ivy Brown has also
seen action in all competitions in her
first season on the Hill. She’s clocked a
total of 331 minutes with an average of
12.3 minutes per game to contribute to
a stout Lady Topper defense.
“That’s one of the strengths of our
team,” Ivy Brown said. “We will play hard
no matter what. On the defensive end
and the offensive end. We have this saying ‘don’t worry about what happened
last play, worry about the next one’.”
Sophomore Bria Gaines has appeared in all but one of the Lady Topper’s games this season, has nabbed
113 points for the Lady Toppers and
boasts the highest field goal percentage at .533 off of an average of just 9.7
minutes per game (252 total).

TRENCY JACKSON

Continued from sports

where he didn't know what he was going to do next. So he did what he has
done for his entire life: prayed.
The same year, Jackson received interest from WKU through an assistant coach
that had met him in the state of Mississippi. One phone call from Harper was all
Jackson needed to commit, a decision he
made without visiting the campus.
"I feel like what really made me stronger as a person is all the things I went
through during my college years,"
Jackson said. "I really had to mature. I
was out of the house by the age of 17 ...
I would probably be back in the streets
of Jackson if it wasn't for Western."
After being redshirted in 2012-13,
Jackson sat out half of his junior season, due to NCAA transfer requirements. It wasn't until the Hilltoppers’
game at sixth-ranked Louisville where
Jackson made his debut.
Jackson appeared in 24 games and
made 14 starts in 2013-14. He finished
third on the team in scoring at 10.2 ppg
and played an average of 24.9 minutes
per game that season. Jackson continued his success into his senior year
where he is now one of four players
to average double-digit points for the
Hilltoppers in their inaugural season in
Conference USA.
“He’s a good kid, and he’s done well."
Harper said. "He had to fight through
some adversity. Had to pay his own

Freshman forward Tashia Brown drives toward the basket during WKU's game against Marshall at Diddle Arena, on Feb. 14.
The Lady Toppers won with a final score of 74-60. MIKE CLARK/HERALD
“They were huge,” Micah Jones said of Gaines after a season-high 17 points mates are helping her along the way.”
The Lady Toppers’ marriage of youth
Brown and Gaines in the team’s win over versus North Texas.
“She is continuing to get better and and experience looks to push through
MTSU. “Every day they are getting better and better. We really needed them to you can see it and she is more confident the rest of the season while staying
on the floor,” she said. “She is able to do atop the league standings, as they are
step up… and they showed up huge.”
Clark-Heard said she was proud of different things for us and her team- in control of their own destiny.

way for, I guess, it was two semesters,
but never complained—just figured
out this is what I have to do: 'I’m gonna
be a college graduate' and he will be in
May. So, I’m proud of that more than
what he’s done on the court.”
∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

'Proud with myself'

Trency Jackson is wearing a jacket
when he walks into Tuesday's press
conference with the media. His tattoos
are covered, but the senior facing the
final moments of his collegiate basketball career remembers the message
that they hold.
"I just want to be remembered as
a respectful guy," Jackson said. "As a
guy you always go to in life, as a strong
minded guy, a strong person — a leader. I want to have that leadership role
because that's what I want to bring
into the world when I graduate."
Jackson, 22, has the make up and personality that every college basketball
team would want in a player. The defensive leader of the fourth-place Hilltoppers has much more life to live, more
people to cheer up and more values to
learn after graduating from WKU.
Without WKU basketball, Trency
claims he could have “ended up in the
streets.” But through adversity, not
only has Trency’s game evolved but he
has evolved as a person as well.
"I could give up basketball,” Jackson
said. “At the end of the day, I could give up
basketball and be proud with myself."
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MEN'S BASKETBALL

Hilltoppers look to win-out last four C-USA games
BY JONAH PHILLIPS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

The Hilltoppers will return
to Diddle Arena, after a nearly
three-week hiatus, Thursday
night to take on Florida Atlantic.
They will stay at home for
Saturday night’s Conference
USA clash against Florida International, and look to put
an end the their current fourgame losing streak with four
games remaining in the regular season.
After beginning league play
atop the conference with a 9-1
record, the Hilltoppers have
since lost four straight (three
were on the road where the
team holds a 4-7 record).
Entering the weekend, FAU
sits in last place in the conference at 1-13 (9-21 overall),
while FIU sits in 10th in the WKU guard and rising Senior Trency Jackson drives to the basket during the game against North
12 team league with a 6-8 re- Texas, on Feb 5. at Diddle Arena. WKU beat North Texas 65-59. HARRISON HILL/HERALD
cord in conference play and a
7-23 overall. Against FAU and few games and we have bailed fourth seed in the upcom- “We are so close, but at the
FIU in Diddle Arena, the Hill- guys out by reaching and foul- ing C-USA Tournament and a same time it doesn’t do you
toppers hold an 18-5 overall ing when it wasn’t necessary; first-round bye if the season any good to be close. You have
when the defender had played ended today. They anticipate to get over the hump and you
record.
that winning out will offer have to win games, and I know
The Hilltoppers will look to solid defense.”
If the Hilltoppers win out them a similar result.
we can do that.”
tie up loose ends on the detheir
games
this
season,
Head
Harper
has
maintained
a
WKU defeated Florida Atlanfensive side of the ball. Head
Coach Ray Harper maintains Coach Ray Harper would be- calm demeanor amidst the tic earlier this season in Boca
it is important to stop giving come the very first coach in losing streak and still sees his Raton, 88-85 in overtime, but
up “reaching” fouls by playing program history to win 20 team’s potential as high in the the Owls have won two of the
games in each of his first three face of recent adversity.
last three games contested in
a more solid defense.
“If we were losing by 30 Bowling Green. The Hilltop“That’s something we have seasons at the post of head
and playing terrible then the pers lead the all-time series
been talking about all week— coach.
Despite the current losing alarms would be going off, between the two schools 11-5.
stop reaching,” Harper said. “I
T.J. Price leads C-USA in
have watched it over the last streak, WKU would have the but they aren’t,” Harper said.

scoring at 17.9 points per
game, and in that current position would become the first
Hilltopper to lead a league in
scoring since Jack Jennings
completed the feat in the
1991-92 Sun Belt Conference
season with 19.1 ppg.
It would be the highest finishing average of any Hilltopper since Courtney Lee averaged 20.4 points as a senior in
the 2007-08 season.
Price has a minimum of 15
points, seven rebounds and
five assists five separate times
this season, and has shot 3336 from the free throw line this
campaign.
Harper knows that success for his team in this final
stretch will likely be defined
by the playoff seniors George
Fant and Price, both of which
Harper believes have made
big strides as athletes and students in their final Hilltopper
campaign.
“Start with George and TJ,”
Harper said. “1,500 point
scorers, they are on the same
team, they have meant a lot
to this program, but more importantly when they leave I
know they are going to do well,
and that’s what its all about—
preparing these guys for after
basketball.”
Action starts on Thursday night at 7 p.m. in Diddle
against FAU, with the same tip
off time set for Saturday’s contest against FIU.

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

Lady Toppers head to Florida with C-USA destiny in own hands
BY JONAH PHILLIPS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
The Lady Toppers will complete their
final road swing of the season this
weekend in FlorNext game
ida with contests
against Florida Atthursday, feb. 26
lantic
University
7 p.m.
and Florida InterVS. florida atlantic
@ fau arena
national University.
Head Coach Mi-

chelle Clark-Heard has been preaching
teamwork in the last stretch of the season.
“Obviously there are instances and situations where a player can win a game,”
Clark-Heard said. “Everyone knows
that, but it is a team sport, and we have
so many players that can do different
things. That’s why we are 23-4.”
With just one win out of the two
games, WKU women’s basketball (234, 12-2) would notch its 900th program win. WKU would join Tennessee,

Louisiana Tech, James Madison, Old
Dominion, Stephen F. Austin, Texas,
Stanford, Ohio State, Connecticut and
North Carolina as the only NCAA programs to accomplish the feat.
The Lady Toppers will rely on the
consistency they have seen since beginning league play to carry them
through to conference tournament
time. WKU has won 12 of its last 14
games since starting conference play,
with losses coming from UTSA and
Southern Miss.
“When you get to the month of February, you want to be playing your
best basketball,” Clark-Heard said. “So
that’s what we want to do. We want to
keep tweaking the things we need to
— so we are ready to go every time the
ball is thrown up.”
WKU controls its own destiny in the

final two weeks of the season, after
beating Middle Tennessee on Feb. 21 in
a game that left first place up for grabs.
If the team wins out, they will have sole
possession of the conference.
Florida Atlantic (12-13, 6-8) suffered
a 80-43 loss to the Lady Toppers on Jan.
15, and the Lady Toppers will look for
similar results to achieve top form before conference tournament time.
“We aren’t worried as much about
shooting,” Micah Jones said. “We just
have to focus on defense and getting
stops. Shooting will come.”
A similar matchup awaits them
against FIU (3-22, 0-14) who they defeated on Jan. 17 81-42.
Tipoff against FAU is set for 6 p.m. CT
on Thursday in Boca Raton. The team
will travel to Miami for Saturday’s 5
p.m. CT matchup against FIU.

WKU's Kendall Noble (12) and Micah Jones (5) place full-court pressure on MTSU
guard Caroline Warden (32) during the second half of the MTSU game, on Saturday,
Feb. 21 in Diddle Arena. WKU would go on to defeat MTSU 63-60. LUKE FRANKE/HERALD
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SWIM & DIVE

WKU Swim and Dive heads to University of Georgia
BY JONAH PHILLIPS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
The honors continue to roll in for the
WKU Swimming and Diving program.
After the men’s side repeated Conference USA champions this past weekend
and nabbed several meet honors, the
program as a whole has brought in more
honors, this time by way of academics.
Senior Claire Conlon has been named
to the C-USA All-Academic team while
her Lady Topper teammates earned
the title of College Swimming Coaches
Association of America (CSCAA) Fall
2014 SCholar All-America Team.
The honors come for Conlon, a South
Africa native, after boasting a 3.62 GPA
as a business economics major and
having received honorable mention in
the same category last season.
Head Coach Bruce Marchionda noted
his programs “team effort” on the weekend,
despite some traditionally not categorizing

swimming and diving as a team sport.
“It was a total team effort at the end of
the week,” Marchionda said. “WKU had
15 first-place finishes … and of those 15,
five came in the championship rounds.”
While athletes such as sophomores Fabian Schwingenschlogl (named Swimmer of the Meet) and Zach Batus (named
men’s invitational Diver of the Meet) put
forth first place finishes in their respective events over the weekend, other athletes are still looking for their qualification path to the NCAA Championships.
Accordingly, Marchionda will send select individual athletes to the University of
Georgia this weekend in hopes of qualifying for NCAA’s (men’s in Iowa City, Iowa and
women’s in Greensboro, North Carolina.)
Marchionda collected his fourth career conference title over the weekend, but clearly sees work to do before
NCAA’s on March 19 to 21 (women’s)
and March 26 to 28 (men’s) due to his
drive to keep his team competing.

The WKU Men's Swim and Dive team jumps in the water with their trophy after winning the Conference
USA Championship on Saturday, Feb. 21 in Knoxville, Tennessee. SAVANNAH NEDDO/SPECIALTY

TRACK & FIELD

WKU track and field heads to Birmingham for C-USA
BY HUNTER FRINT
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
The WKU Track & Field team heads
to Birmingham, Alabama this week for
the Conference USA Indoor Track and
Field Championships.
The program enters the competition
after combining for 11 indoor championships since 2006 in the Sun Belt
Conference.
“We are ready,” Head Coach Erik
Jenkins said. “We have a very young,
enthusiastic team and I think they
are ready to compete so it should be
a good competition… I think they are
physically ready, obviously they have
a lot of growing to do as student-ath-

letes, but they have been in several big
meets indoors and put out some solid
performances.
Jenkins is expecting a strong showing on the men’s side from Ventavius
Sears, who ranks amongst the top of
the conference in the 200-meter dash
(21.40 seconds), 400-meter dash
(47.42 seconds), long jump (7.34 meters) and triple jump (15.35 meters).

He has a legitimate chance
of winning all of them. He also
was a double All-American
as a true freshman.
Head Coach Erik Jenkins

FOLLOW US

“Ventavius Sears is going to compete
in four events at the conference championships,” Jenkins said. “He has a legitimate chance of winning all of them.
He also was a double All-American as a
true freshman. The thing about Ventavius is, last year at NCAA’s has actually
qualified for five events, and we had to
pull him out of three of them. That is
how good he is.”
On the women’s side, Jenkins said
Carrol Hardy should have a big meet.
“Carrol is an incredibly talented
young lady,” Jenkins said. “She is going
to do well but as she gets stronger she
understands the event groups more she
is going to do even bigger things over
the next few years.”
The Hilltoppers enter the champi-

wkuherald

onships with leaders in four different
events, and Jenkins knows his team’s
strengths are in the sprinting events.
Sophomore sprinter Emmanuel Dasor leads the way with conferencebest times in the 200 meter (21.28)
and 400 meter (47.29) dash. He also
anchors the 4x400-meter relay that
ranks first in the C-USA and 27th nationally.
“We have a very talented sprint
group, so we hope to do very well from
60 meters to 400 meters and the relays
as well.”
Competition was set to begin on
Wednesday, but has since been postponed until Thursday, due to severe
weather forecasted in the Birmingham region.

@wkuherald

@wkuherald
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SOFTBALL

Lady Topper home opener postponed again

BY JONAH PHILLIPS

miranda kramer
holds a team-low
1.40 Earned Run Avg.

SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

The Lady Topper softball
team had intentions of having
two home series under their
belt by the end of the weekend, but due to weather, they
will endure an unexpected
two-week long hiatus.
WKU announced on Tuesday, that this upcoming
weekend’s Holiday Inn Hilltopper Classic had been
cancelled following last
weekend’s cancellation of
the Holiday Inn Hilltopper
Spring Fling.
Mother Nature is to blame
for both event cancelations
that would have seen the
Lady Toppers pitted against

larissa franklin

leads WKU in hits

(15), bats (32) and

wku (currently 6-3) is 4-2 with

Batting Avg. (.469)

Kramer at the pitcher's mound

Bowling Green, Indiana State,
Cleveland State, Butler and
Northern Kentucky this upcoming weekend and games
against Saint Louis, Eastern
Illinois, Ohio, Saint Louis and
IUPUI last week.
The Lady Toppers have been

led by the pitching of senior
transfer Miranda Kramer. In
her first competitive weekend and second competitive game for the program,
Kramer threw WKU’s eighth
no-hitter in school history.
Her earned run average sits at

1.40 while the team’s is 3.17
on the season.
Larissa Franklin has spearheaded the Lady Topper presence at bat. She leads the Lady
Toppers in hits with 15 and
batting average at .469. The
team’s average is .318

WKU’s next game and
first home showcase is now
scheduled for March 7 to 8
with matches against Louisiana Tech. The match ups
will also serve as the team’s
inaugural Conference USA
contest.

BASEBALL

WKU heads to Carbondale for series against Southern Illinois
BY JOHN REECER

ryan church & philip diedrick

SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
The WKU baseball team
played No. 1 ranked Vanderbilt in Nashville on Wednesday to kick off a four-game
road series that will take the
team to Carbondale, Illinois
for a series against Southern
Illinois.
This week’s games will be a
critical stretch for the Hilltoppers who started out 2-4, highlighted by two one-run loses
against Evansville University.
The three-game weekend
series against the Southern Illinois Salukis will start Friday
at 3 p.m.
With only one win against
Eastern Kentucky on the year,
the 1-6 Salukis will give the Hilltoppers an opportunity to win
their first series of the season.
“Southern is a very young
team. They lost a lot of production from last season,” Head
Coach Matt Myers said. “They
are so young that I don’t know
a whole about them. They will

Ryan Church

Philip Diedrick

bring a lot of new things to the
table against us.”
The Hilltoppers will try to
use this stretch of games to
work out some early season
issues involving their pitching
staff that currently holds a 6.33
team ERA on the year.
“Our starting pitching has
got to get better,” Myers said.
“We can’t go to our talented
bullpen so early. We have to
be able to go five to six innings
until we throw in our other
guys."
WKU’s performance at the
plate has been a different story.
Eight different players have a
batting average of at least .250,
four of which are batting at
least .300.

softball

feb. 27 - Bowling Green—canceled
feb. 27 - indiana state—canceled
feb. 28- cleveland state—canceled
feb. 28- butler—canceled
march 1- Bowling Green—canceled
march 1- northern kentucky—canceled
march 7/8 - louisana Tech

are the only two hilltoppers
to bat over .300 this
season (Church with .320 &
Diedrick with .348)
The Hilltoppers can also hit
with power as they currently
have 33 RBI’s on the season,
highlighted by six different
players hitting at least one
home run.
Senior first baseman Ryan
Church and senior designated
hitter Philip Diedrick’s performances at the plate stand
out from the other Hilltoppers. Diedrick is batting .348
with eight RBI’s, two home
runs and 17 total bases, while

march 11 @ south carolina
March 13/14 @ marshall
march 17 @ tennessee
march 21/22 @ Ball State
march 24 @ lipscomb
march 28/29 @ North Texas
april 1 - Tennessee State

This duo has already
combined for three

home runs and 17
total rpi's

Church is currently batting
.320 with nine RBI’s and 16 total bases.
“We can definitely play
big-boy ball at the plate right
now,” said Coach Myers. “Ryan
Church and Phillip Diedrick
have stepped up and stood
out this season. If we can just
improve our pitching, we will
be a hard team to beat.”
Myers pointed out Vanderbilt’s success from the pitching
mound this season, in relation

to the success he is looking for
from his team.
“Vanderbilt pitches very well as
they have one of the best pitching staffs in the country,” said
Myers. “Not only do they return
a lot off of last year’s championship team, but they do the little
things very well, which makes
them tough to beat.”
As of press time on Wednesday the Vanderbilt game
had not concluded. Check
WKUHerald.com for updates.

baseball

feb. 27/28 & March 1 - Southern Illinois
march 3 - belmont
March 4 - austin peay
march 6-8 - ohio state
march 10/11 @ mississippi state
march 13-15 - old DOminion
march 17 - lipscomb

march 20-22 @ UTSA

March 24 - kentucky
march 27-29 - UAB
april 3-5 @ Louisana Tech
april 7 @ BG hot rods
april 10-12 - southern Miss
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